PANAMA: Canopy Tower in autumn
“We again offered a slightly shortened Canopy Tower week prior to the Western and Eastern
Panama tours. Over the course of five and a half days around the world-famous Canopy Tower we
saw 260 species of birds and 13 species of mammals. Around the tower top on the first day we
marveled at the active raptor migration, with some 7 or 8 species passing by throughout the
midday vigil including a close soaring adult King Vulture and a hunting Short-tailed Hawk. The
second morning up on the tower was extremely productive, with a perched Blue Cotinga,
cooperative Green Shrike-Vireo and a wealth of tiny canopy flycatchers including Forest Elaenia,
Brown-capped Tyrannulet and Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher. Pipeline Road was great this year, with a
very confiding Russet-winged Schiffornis, a more furtive Streak-chested Antpitta and a wonderful
antswarm with Red-throated Ant-tanagers, Gray-headed Tanagers, Northern Barred, Cocoa and
Plain-brown Woodcreepers and Spotted, Bicolored and Chestnut-backed Antbirds. The daytrip out
to the Atlantic coast was complicated by the lingering effects of the previous evening rain, but
when we arrived we more than made up for the later than planned hour, with excellent views of
White-headed Wren, Spot-crowned Barbet and Pacific Antwren among well over a hundred
species of birds. And our last day out to the highlands of Cerro Azul and Cerro Jeffe revealed
another male Blue Cotinga, a host of tanagers including such gems as Bay-headed, Emerald,
Black-and-Yellow and Golden-hooded as we walked around the roads. The feeders at our lunch
stop held a bewildering number of honeycreepers and hummingbirds (10 species) all whirling
around in an ever-changing kaleidoscope of colour. We finished the trip on the shores of Panama
Bay, with thousands of shorebirds and herons plying the exposed mudflats and dozens of
Magnificent Frigatebirds patrolling the rolling surf.
This tour continues to impress me, as the diversity and richness of the region, paired with ease of
access and the comforts of the lodge make for a truly wonderful quick getaway.
The majority of this year’s participants arrived a day early and transferred to the tower in the late
morning of the first day. The group transfer skirted the edge of the canal, passing the main
shipping port and lochs on the Pacific side and many neighbourhoods that still bore the
unmistakable marks of American military architecture. We arrived at the tower just a bit before
lunchtime, but found out that the rooms were still being cleaned. This this left us with some time on
our hands, so as birders will, we elected to spend the time relaxing on the upper deck of the tower
and watching the skies around us for migrating raptors and whatever else might deign to pass by.
As it turned out this roughly two-hour long vigil proved incredibly productive. A large lift-off of
migrant Turkey Vultures had occurred earlier in the morning and we were surrounded by kettles of
them as they slowly ascended and started heading further south towards their wintering grounds in
South America. Among the masses of vultures lurked a surprising variety of hawks. A few
Swainson’s and Broad-wingeds were filtering south as well, and we picked out single Zone-tailed,
White and Short-tailed Hawks as well. We also were thrilled to spot a distant adult King Vulture that
happily wound up nearly directly overhead. Probably our best sighting was of a male Blue Cotinga
that was perched up in a somewhat distant tree, but not so far that we could not see its brilliant
blue plumage with the naked eye, or admire its purplish belly patch in the scope. Barn Swallows,
Gray-breasted Martins and a nice mix of swifts that included excellent views of the elegant Lesser
Swallow-tailed Swift formed the raptors supporting cast, making for an wonderful introduction to
birding from the tower top. In the latter afternoon, we spent a bit of time down around the base of
the tower, where the hummingbird feeders were being guarded by a particularly vigilant Whitevented Plumeleteer that was continually chasing the lone Long-billed Hermit and several smaller
Blue-chested Hummingbirds if they started drifting towards the feeders. A small mixed flock passed
through as well, with some familiar northern breeders such as Black-and-White, Bay-breasted and
Chestnut-sided Warblers joining more tropical species such as Palm Tanager and Scarlet-rumped
Cacique.
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The last few participants arrived in time for a second stint atop the tower in the late afternoon,
which produced good comparison studies of Short-tailed and Band-rumped Swifts, a hovering
Short-tailed Hawk, and our first almost comically gaudy Keel-billed Toucans; a species which looks
for all the world as if it was created by a bunch of five years olds armed with their imagination and
a full colour palette of crayons. We met before dinner for our introductory meeting and given all that
we had already seen were very much anticipating the next morning atop the tower.
We awoke on our first morning at the tower to find a sweeping view of the surrounding forest, the
Panama Canal, complete with tall container ships seemingly drifting through the trees, and even
the distant skyscrapers of Panama City and the hazy Pacific Ocean. With this panorama as a
backdrop we spent a productive hour or so before breakfast scanning the adjacent treetops.
Flocks of Scaled Pigeons (with a few Pale-vented Pigeons along for company), some Mealy and
Red-lored Parrots and a few gaudy Keel-billed Toucans were sitting on prominent trees greeting
the arrival of the sun. The trees immediately around the tower hosted a few canopy birds such as
Brown-capped Tyrannulet, Lesser Greenlet, Golden-hooded Tanager and Tropical Gnatcatcher,
but it was our excellent views of a foraging pair of Green Shrike-Vireos that likely won the day.
Green Shrike Vireos are clad in emerald and leaf green, with a yellow throat and blue nape patch.
Rarely coming down to the lower levels of the forest this canopy bird is a bit of a specialty for the
tower, although even from the top deck they can be frustrating to pick out from the dense canopy
trees that they prefer. Several Blue Dacnis and Green Honeycreepers were admired in turn and in
one particularly productive tree we found a significant number of migrants including a bright
Baltimore Oriole, several Eastern Wood-Pewee, a Summer Tanager and Bay-breasted and
Chestnut-sided Warblers. A placidly sitting pair of handsome Black-breasted Puffbirds and two
perched Brown-hooded Parrots were nice finds here too. Eventually the lure of the smell of bacon
that was wafting up to us from the kitchen one floor below pulled us downstairs for breakfast,
though just out the window we were soon distracted by a lively troupe of Geoffrey’s Tamarins that
nearly climbed into the windows in pursuit of some proffered bananas.
After breakfast, we spent rest of the morning slowly walking down the nearly road that winds down
Semaphore Hill. The road passes through tall forest with light understory, providing an excellent
opportunity to look for understory flocks and birds that use the forest floor. The walk introduced us
to our first antbirds, surely one of the signature groups of birds in the neotropics. Small groups of
spritely Dot-winged Antwrens often led the flocks, and we soon were able to confidently identify the
striking black males with their bold white wing patterns and beautiful copper and black females with
ease. Along with the Dot-winged Antwrens were often pairs of the slightly hunchbacked Checkerthroated Antwrens, a species that specializes in foraging in clusters of dead leaves. The larger
Black-crowned Antshrike and striped Fasciated Antshrike were here too, both species providing an
excellent illustration of the striking sexual dichromatism so often exhibited in the family. As is often
the case birding in closed canopy forests in the neotropics flycatchers provide a large segment of
the avifauna, and for us this walk proved productive for these often tricky species as well. Perhaps
the best sighting was of an uncharacteristically cooperative Southern Bentbill that showed
repeatedly for us as it bounced around an open vine tangle. Staid Olivaceous Flatbills, drab Forest
Elaenias and a single Ochre-bellied Flycatchers all appeared as well. For a break from dullish
yellow birds we also enjoyed views of male Red-capped and Blue-crowned Manakins, whose vivid
colours seemed to almost burst from the dark green foliage. And just for a bit of extra flair we
located two species of Motmots; a hulking Rufous that stubbornly remained partially hidden and a
more confiding Broad-billed. We neared the bottom of the hill just before lunch, finishing the
morning with views of a sleeping Rothschild’s Porcupine that was tucked well into the side of a
palm tree along the road. Although not terribly rare this species is arboreal and nocturnal and thus
is quite infrequently seen. Unfortunately for us, his rubbery and bulbous pink nose and cute country
gentleman-like face were tucked in out of sight but the short white quills and black body were
readily visible.
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A short siesta in the early afternoon suited us perfectly and as the afternoon began to cool off we
headed downhill and across the Chagres River to visit the feeders at the Canopy Bed and
Breakfast in the small nearby town of Gamboa. Here watched a parade of birds coming in to feed
on bananas placed on the bird tables. A continual stream of Blue-grey, Palm and Plain-coloured
Tanagers formed the avian backdrop for new species like the luminous Crimson-backed Tanagers
(locally known as Sangre del Toro or the Blood of the Bull), noisy flocks of Orange-chinned
Parakeets, pushy Clay-coloured Thrushes, Red-crowned Woodpeckers and Gray-headed
Chachalacas, and a rather immobile Whooping Motmot (part of the old Blue-crowned Motmot
complex) that stubbornly refused to come out from its shady perch to fully dazzle us with its
plumage. Our first Rufous-tailed Hummingbirds attended the feeders, and several participants filled
their camera cards with images of dazzling Red-legged Honeycreepers and Golden-hooded
Tanagers. As we drove slowly out of Gamboa we stopped to admire a pair of perched White-tailed
Kites and a foraging Fork-tailed Flycatcher that was sitting on the ground and then sallying out
trailing its ridiculously long black tail feathers. We spent the rest of the afternoon wandering along
the margins of the Ammo Dump marsh making careful studies of the similar Social and Rustymargined Flycatchers and Greater and Lesser Kiskadees, and enjoying close views of an array of
species more often found in open areas. Wattled Jacanas showed extremely well, flashing their
bright yellow wings as they danced around the open patches of marsh. Also here we located
several motionless Rufescent Tiger Herons, an Anhinga, and a number of adult and juvenile Purple
Gallinule. Around the more open parts of the pond we picked out several Yellow-headed
Caracaras, hardly a feat as they flapped around uttering their rather unsettling screeching calls. A
single Crested Caracara was here too, providing a nice (and silent) comparison to its more
common smaller cousins. The row of trees that ring the pond held Panama Flycatcher, and a
cooperative pair of Isthmian (a new split from Plain) Wren. Migrants were well represented here
too, with Red-eyed Vireo, Yellow and Prothonotary Warblers joining residents like Smooth-billed
Ani, Variable Seedeater and Mistletoe Tyrannulet. The overhead wires hosted perched Greybreasted Martins, Mangrove Swallows and Barn Swallows, as well as the requisite Tropical
Kingbirds and several pairs of Tropical Mockingbirds. In the vegetation around the lake we heard
the unmistakable drawn out rattles of several White-throated Crakes and with some patience, were
able to briefly see one of these colourful, small rails as they crept around through the grasses. It’s
hard to pick out a favorite bird when so many species come at once, but I suspect that the perched
American Pygmy-Kingfisher likely stole the show, with its copper and emerald green feathers
shining in the sun. We headed back to the tower in the early evening, heads swimming a bit from
the number of birds that we had encountered on the first day.
We left the tower the next morning shortly after an early breakfast so we could spend all day
exploring the world-famous Pipeline Road. This cross-country dirt road passes through an
extensive swath of Soberania National Park and provides unparalleled access to high quality forest
and over 400 species of birds. Every trip along Pipeline Road is different, and a visiting naturalist
soon gets the feeling that they could spend months here and still be picking up new sightings. On
this day we found overall bird activity to be a bit depressed, but even so we enjoyed numerous new
species and a number of truly special birds. For most of the morning we alternated walking and
riding in an open-air safari type truck that the canopy tower employs, stopping wherever activity
seemed promising. The very beginning of the dirt road proved a nice introduction, with almost a
dozen Collared Aracaris crossing the road in front of us, perched up and calling Keel-billed
Toucans and a placidly sitting Great Potoo keeping us entertained for quite some time. Just a little
farther down the road we coaxed a pair of tiny Black-capped Pygmy-Tyrant (the world’s smallest
species of passerine bird) down from their lofty haunts and watched a Black-faced Antthrush
strutting around on the forest floor and a family group of Pied Puffbirds perched up in the high
canopy. As the morning progressed the daily bird list kept steadily growing, with a new species or
two around every bend of the road. Trogons and Motmots were an obvious component of the birds
here, with multiple Slaty-tailed and White-tailed Trogons, a female Black-throated Trogon and both
Rufous and Broad-billed Motmots showing in turn. Flycatchers too were in evidence, and I suspect
it would be difficult to top our views of a very confiding Golden-crowned Spadebill that sat
motionless in front of us for nearly a minute.
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Small flocks of Dot-winged, Checker-throated and White-flanked Antwrens appeared at intervals,
often with other birds, such as Olivaceous Flatbill, Black-crowned or Fasciated Antshrike or Lesser
Greenlets in tow. A flame headed Crimson-crested Woodpecker was a good find as it hammered
at a cavity in a dead palm, with a couple of Squirrel Cuckoos seemingly watching from a nearby
tree. Manakins showed well through the morning too, with gloriously plumaged male (and female)
Red-capped, Blue-crowned and Golden-collared each falling within range of our expectant optics.
Some nice migrants spruced up the day list as well, with a responsive Kentucky Warbler,
Swainson’s and Gray-cheeked Thrushes, Acadian Flycatchers, vocal Eastern Wood-Pewees and
Great Crested Flycatchers and a Red-eyed Vireo.
About midmorning we were thrilled to locate a small swarm of army ants that were being attended
by a large number of birds. The birds are not interested in the ants as prey (as is commonly
thought) but rather use the presence of the voracious insects as a Cattle Egret uses its bovine
masters; snatching prey items disturbed by the hunting ants. When attending a swarm many
species of birds are so intent on catching the easy prey that the nearby presence of people is
taken in course. We were able to walk in slightly off the road to get a good view of the foraging
birds as they swept down to the ground to snatch some hapless spider or beetle fleeing from the
ants. The most common antbird present was the handsome Spotted Antbird, but with some
patience we found a pair of Bicolored Antbirds and a very cooperative Chestnut-backed Antbird as
well. A group of bright Gray-headed Tanagers and several Red-throated Ant-Tanagers provided a
splash of colour, and creeping around in the trees over the swarm we enjoyed comparison views of
Northern Barred, Plain-brown, and Cocoa Woodcreepers. Flush with success over the excellent
showing at the antswarm we took a late snack at the newly constricted visitors center (complete
with functioning bathrooms) where several participants watched a male Violet-bellied Hummingbird
foraging around the small carpark, and where the coffee cake was declared a resounding success.
Once back into birding mode we continued further into the forest, stopping for a vocal group of
Song Wrens that paraded around in front of us for quite some time like small orangish balls on the
dark brown soil. Another bright species that kept us entertained was a pair of Yellow-backed
Oriole, a bright yellow and black species with a haunting melancholy song. Just before lunch we
located a fairly close Streak-chested Antpitta and over the course of a half hour most were able to
obtain scope views of this egg-shaped long-legged sprite as it slowly walked around through the
understory vegetation uttering its ringing song and peering over fallen branches to give us a look.
While looking for the Antpitta we were distracted by a calling Russet-winged Schiffornis (a recent
split from the old Thrush-like Schiffornis) that came rocketing in to our tape and showed quite well.
After a late lunch the heavy cloud layer looked threatening indeed and we elected to retreat back to
the relative safety of Gamboa for the late afternoon rather than risk being well out on the road
during a downpour.
It’s not possible to know whether rain fell further out the Pipeline Road that day, but our couple of
hours of birding Gamboa and the Rainforest Resort Grounds netted a stunningly good species list
(almost 90 species) and a lot of highlights. Before even reaching the grounds we stopped to
admire a House Wren that was hopping about on a lawn. This stop stretched to almost 40 minutes
as more and more birds flew into view. A large bare tree was hosting an impressive flock of birds,
with a Mistletoe Tyrannulet, our only Cinnamon Becard of the trip, and our first good looks of
Ruddy Ground-Doves and White-necked Jacobins as well as heaps of tanagers. Along the forest
edge behind the lawn we picked out a pair of beautiful Bay Wrens; a large copper, white and black
species with a particularly loud and bold voice. Here too was a dayglow orange female Barred
Antshrike, a migrant Yellow-billed Cuckoo and a perched Roadside Hawk. The actual resort abuts
the Chagres River, close to where the river meets the Panama Canal, with a sprawling and
complex grounds with patches of big trees mixed with gardens and open clearings. The abundance
of edge habitat and mix of open and closed forests leads to an abundance of birdlife. Some recent
management decisions have resulted in a large amount of clearing near the buildings, and some
new fencing and gates, but the trail system in the back of the property looked just as usual, and
everywhere we turned there were birds to look at.
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No sooner had we exited the cars we located a male Gartered Trogon that was calmly
dismembering a huge green Katydid just over the carpark. The Chagres Riverbank held some
tame Wattled Jacana, quite approachable Lesser Kiskadees and even a Clay-coloured Thrush that
was foraging inside an abandoned dugout canoe! For the rest of the afternoon we walked around
the trail system in the back part of the resort. In the more open sections we found our first Flamerumped Tanagers, Masked Tityra and Common Tody-Flycatchers as well as strutting White-tipped
Doves, and a pair of White-tailed Trogons. Once in the forested sections the birdlife changed, and
near the first trail junction we found a particularly active spot with a male Blue Cotinga (surely one
of the most brightly coloured species in the world) perched up in a tall tree. Here too was a Blackstriped Woodcreeper; a particularly attractive species for this normally staid group. The dense
grassy understory was active as well, with a vocal pair of Yellow-tailed Orioles showing well, and
vocal but more reluctant White-bellied Antbirds and Mourning Warblers. As the daylight began to
fade and the chorus of flyover Red-lored Parrots heading to their roost began to drown out the
voices of birds in the woods we walked back to the van, stopping to watch a pair of Crimsoncrested Woodpeckers above us on the trail and then made the short trip back to the tower.
The next day dawned slowly, as heavy overnight rain caused a light fog layer to linger over the
treetops. We again met for a prebreakfast vigil atop the tower. Although the normally extensive
view was curtailed by the shifting fog the trees immediately around the tower were simply heaving
with birds. Several large mixed species flocks passed by us at close range, and we tallied a far
larger species total than on a typical sunny morning. Quite a few of our sightings were new for the
trip, from the tiny burnt orange Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher, somewhat less remarkable Yellowmargined Flycatcher and downright washed out Forest Elaenia to more boldly marked species
such as Green Shrike-Vireo, Scarlet and Bay-headed Tanagers and Black-cheeked Woodpecker.
A young male Mantled Howler Monkey spent much of the morning contemplatively munching on
some fresh leaves below the tower ledge and largely ignoring the fact that another species of
primate was occupying its canopy purview.
After breakfast, we set off to the bottom of the hill for a walk down the Plantation Road, a gravel
and mud road that heads vaguely north through Soberania National Park over gently rolling terrain
and largely paralleling a small and pretty creek with the occasional pool or waterfall. Over the
course of the morning we studied a few pairs of Dot-winged, White-flanked and Checker-throated
Antwren, Black-crowned Antshrike and Chestnut-backed Antbird along the margins of the trail. At
one particularly open patch of understory we could see across the small creek to the adjacent
hillside, where Northern Barred, Cocoa and Plain-brown Woodcreepers showed well as they
clambered about on tree limbs just a few feet above the ground. Nearby we were alerted to the
presence of a Scaly-throated Leaftosser when it cried out its piercing descending rattle. It took only
a minute or two before we located the bird below the trail and in an open section of the forest floor.
It’s an amazingly camouflaged bird, closely mimicking the colour of the wet leaves that it was
repeatedly throwing up in a seemingly endless quest for invertebrates. The trail was productive for
larger and brighter birds too, with multiple Slaty-tailed and Black-throated Trogons, several Whitewhiskered Puffbirds and excellent views of close Broad-billed Motmot and a handsome Cinnamon
Woodpecker. With the overnight rain the areas amphibians seemed quite active as well and during
the morning we found a Green-and-Black Dart Frog (a species we encounter very infrequently
around the tower), several Litter Toads and a tiny Common Rocket Frog, as well as many egg
masses and tadpoles in pools along the edge of the track. Once back at the van we stopped on the
way back up the hill to admire a Double-toothed Kite that was sitting on a low branch overhanging
the road.
The rains were threatening and the sky was remarkably heavy and dark as we set off for an
afternoon around the Summit Ponds and Old Gamboa Road. As we went down the hill we stopped
at a seemingly random spot where one of the other local guides had found a roosting Black-andWhite Owl earlier in the day. To our relief the bird was still tucked up above the road in a fairly
dense tangle. This very attractive large owl sports a barred chest, orange feet and bill and a well
differentiated black crown making for quite a striking sight.
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Seeing owls in the day is vastly better than seeing them in the shine of torchlight, and as this
species is scarce and seldom seen in central Panama we felt very fortunate indeed. Once down
near the newly upgraded Senafront (border police) training area we parked and spent the rest of
the afternoon slowly walking out the old and abandoned road between Panama City and Gamboa.
This diverse area centers around a pair of small forested lakes, but also includes open grasslands,
viney dry forests, and scattered parkland with large emergent trees over a dense grassy
understory. At the small lake we located some loafing Meso-American Sliders, a distant Spectacled
Caiman and two quietly perched Boat-billed Herons that were sitting amongst the vegetation lining
the pond. By scanning the edges of the lake we also picked up several Greater Ani, a male
Prothonotary Warbler, and perched Amazon and Green Kingfishers. Past the lake we found bird
activity remarkably low, likely due to the very dark and overcast conditions. A singing Rosy ThrushTanager refused to come the extra twenty feet closer to us necessary for a view, staying
stubbornly back behind some particularly dense thickets. A pair of Crimson-crested Woodpeckers
proved much more confiding as they hammered away on a mostly destroyed tree stump and we
had excellent looks at a pair of Whooping Motmots sitting motionless in the understory. The
occasional calls of White-bellied or Jet Antbirds emanated from the dense thickets but both species
were sadly completely unresponsive. Though it was still relatively early the skies were dark enough
that we headed back to the tower in the late afternoon to prepare for our first of two all-day outings
away from the central Canal Zone the next day.
Our trip to the north coast of the Canal Zone never fails to entertain, and this year was no
exception. Apparently very heavy rain fell along the Atlantic side of central Panama overnight. The
effects of the deluge were complicated by a non- functioning city water pump system in Colon and
the resulting flooding was extensive. Large sections of the city were swamped in ankle to knee
deep floodwaters and when we arrived in the outskirts of town it quickly became apparent that we
would have to wait a bit before skirting the edge of the city and crossing the canal. The wait was
punctuated by a few birds, such as our only Solitary Sandpiper of the trip and some very close
views of foraging Tricolored and Little Blue Herons, as well as some time to extensively study the
locals who seemed as taken aback by their interrupted morning commute as we felt. Drivers were
going to extraordinary lengths to drive the flooded streets, and we witnessed an impressive array
of maneuvers from pedestrians, motorcyclists (who among us know that one could ride through
knee deep water on a bike?), and truckers. Eventually the traffic eased off a bit and we were able
to get through, watching a large bus filled with passengers pulling an errant pickup truck out of a
flooded roadside ditch as we passed. The bridge over the Atlantic side of the canal seems to be
almost finished after about two years of construction, but for our visit it was necessary to take the
very short ferry ride across the canal. The ride over takes all of five minutes, but seeing the huge
container ships and distant lochs while watching Brown Pelicans and Magnificent Frigatebirds
wheel overhead makes for an interesting trip. We stopped at the old lochs for a restroom break and
were distracted by perched Yellow-headed Caracara, the antics of circling Magnificent Frigatebirds
over the canal, and by the opportunity to watch a massive cruise ship come through the loch
system.
We arrived at our first birding destination; Achiote Road (actually signed to indicate that this is an
area for the observation of birds) much later than we planned, but the late hour did not seem to
overly hamper our birding. In fact our timing seemed quite fortuitous, as it did not rain during our
visit and the overcast conditions of the morning seemed to keep bird activity high. Soon after we
began walking along the road we stopped at a particularly large set of trees to admire a small
group of Purple-throated Fruitcrows that were perching up and giving their distinctive querulous call
notes. We watched them for a while, obtaining excellent views of the male’s brilliant claret colored
throat patch. In the same tree were Yellow-rumped and Scarlet-rumped Caciques, several bright
Fulvous-vented Euphonias and a small flock of the impressive and boldly marked Black-chested
Jays. Just across the street from that tree was a tall snag with a perched pair of Bat Falcons and a
very bedraggled Turkey Vulture that was trying its best to dry out in the late morning sun. As is
generally the case our morning around the Achiote area was punctuated repeatedly by raptors
flying between the steep-sided forested ridges.
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During the course of the four or so hours that we wandered down the road and side trails we found
a young Hook-billed Kite, dark-morph Short-tailed Hawk, a perched and luminous White Hawks,
and brief views of a circling Savannah Hawk that quickly dropped behind a ridgeline. We also
encountered the chief target species around Achiote when we found a quietly sitting pair of large
and long-tailed White-headed Wrens in the canopy of a large and epiphyte laden tree. These
attractive wrens have only a limited worldwide range, occurring on a narrow strip of the Panama
lowlands and adjacent Colombia. As we walked towards a small and lightly trafficked side road we
paused to scope a quartet of interacting Yellow-throated Toucans (the new name for the old
Chestnut-mandibled Toucan) that were having some in-depth chat about fruit futures (or whatever
toucans discuss when gathered together). After having only fleeting glimpses around the tower it
was very nice to get a lengthy view of this exotic looking species. Trogons were much in evidence,
with White-tailed, Gartered, and Slaty-tailed all putting in appearances, often even sitting out on the
exposed electrical wires along the road.
Near the side road where we planned to have lunch we discovered that the normally fallow fields
that host grazing cattle along the road were instead large lakes, complete with dozens of foraging
egrets and herons, our first Ringed Kingfisher and even a female Lesser Scaup (which would
prove to be our sole waterfowl species of the trip). While scanning the “lake” we picked out a pair
of Wilson’s Snipe and spent a bit of time sorting out the various lookalike yellow, black and white
flycatchers that seemed to be sprinkled around in nearly every tree emerging from the water. After
lunch, we walked down the gravel side road, finding a pair of Grey-capped Flycatchers, several tiny
and really charismatic Pied Puffbirds perched in a roadside Cercropia, a Yellow-bellied Elaenia and
our first Bananaquits and a beautiful pair of Pacific Antwrens that were popping in and out of a tall
mango tree along the road. The male is striking, a study in white and black and striped all over. It’s
the female that really got the cameras clicking away though, as her apricot coloured head and
lightly streaked body are a sight to behold. Near the end of the trail we stopped at a spot where a
host of birds were mobbing some unseen snake or other predator in a dense tangle. Among the
more common species here we picked out a small Stripe-throated Hermit, and a few Thick-billed
Euphonia. Walking back to the bus some sharp-eyed participants located a Streaked Flycatcher
and when we went back to look for it we noticed that one of the nearby Gumbo Limbo trees was in
fruit. Not only did we refind the flycatcher, but the return visit netted us the other major target
species for the area when Danilo picked out a pair of Spot-crowned Barbets foraging in the same
tree. There’s really no such thing as a dull species of barbet, and these handsome black, yellow,
orange and white birds hold their own among the family. The tree was also attracting our only
Orchard Oriole of the trip, as well as a particularly bright orange Baltimore Oriole; well worth the
hundred meters or so of backtracking!
We would normally continue from Achiote out to the coast and the Fort San Lorenzo perched atop
a bluff at the mouth of the Chagres, but with the very late arrival it was mid-afternoon by the time
we wrapped up the Achiote Road area. We made a quick stop in at the mangroves near the old US
base at Fort Sherman, where several Common Black-Hawks were lurking in the taller mangroves.
The woods seemed quiet, but driving out that way allowed us to spot three White-necked Puffbirds
that were perched on roadside wires, a soaring Zone-tailed Hawk, and a small segment of the
original French Canal. We boarded the ferry in the late evening, and with a male Blue-black
Grassquit displaying on the shore behind us crossed back to the eastern side of the canal. This
time we breezed through Colon, taking about ten minutes to traverse the area that had taken us
over three hours in the morning, and arriving back at the familiar comforts of the tower in time for a
special barbeque dinner.
Our full day trip away from the tower to Cerro Azul and Cerro Jeffe, east of Panama City provided
us with a taste of the highland/foothill forests of central Panama. It’s a bit of a drive around
Panama City and then up to the nearly 3000ft heights of the mountaintop, but the change in habitat
and wealth of birds makes it definitely worthwhile. As we neared the top we paused at a pretty
rushing and rocky stream to look at a pair of Black Phoebes that were sitting on the creekside
rocks.
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Once in the housing development that covers much of the higher reaches of the mountain we
started walking along the paved roads, passing a mix of mansions and dilapidated sheds, lots still
covered in montane forest and sweeping views of the fully forested ridges around us. As is often
the case in montane environments much of the avifauna is concentrated in mixed feeding flocks.
Our first few groups were heavy on migrant warblers and resident tanagers. The stunning sky blue
and green Bay-headed Tanager was common along the road, joined by equally stunning birds like
Scarlet-thighed Dacnis, Fulvous-vented Euphonia, Red-capped Manakin, Green Honeycreeper
and the montane form of Hepatic Tanager (surely a different species than the ones in the United
States). Warblers included male American Redstart and Golden-winged Warbler, as well as a
multitude of Bay-breasted and Tennessee and a few Rufous-capped. At one point, we stopped to
watch some Dacnis and were surprised to find three sedately perched Short-billed Pigeons gorging
themselves in a fruiting shrub and completely ignoring our presence. At another bend in the road
we located a luminous blue and purple male Blue Cotinga that sat out in the sun for us to ogle for
several minutes. The intensity of blue on this species is hard to describe, as the lustrous color
seems to emanate from deep within them like a tiny burning blue sun.
In the late morning, we decided to take advantage of the stable weather conditions by exploring the
dirt road that leads up Cerro Jeffe. This track is several hundred feet higher than the housing
development, and supports a thick and dwarfed cloudforest as it winds along the top of the ridge.
On the way up to the viewing platform which sits atop the peak and affords views of both the
Caribbean and Pacific the clouds closed in on us. Just as a light rain began to fall though we finally
located an active flock of birds along the trail. Led by about a half-dozen Blac-and-Yellow
Tanagers, the group also contained our first Tawny-capped Euphonia, a perched Violet-capped
Hummingbird (a local specialty and one that seems a good candidate for the brightest green of any
hummingbird), a couple of Mistletoe Tyrannulets and a male Green Hermit. On the way back down
to the car we found a responsive Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant in a thick stand of bamboo, and a
small understory flock that contained Checker-throated Antwren and Black-crowned Antshrike. Just
as we returned to the car (of course) another mixed flock came through, with a pair of Emerald
Tanagers; a rich emerald green species with black ear-spots and back streaks and a golden nape
that is adept at alternating at will between glowing like a beacon and blending in perfectly with the
background. A male Speckled Tanager was in the flock as well, but somehow managed to avoid
most of our binoculars before flitting off downslope.
We took lunch on the back porch of a house owned by a pair of ex-pat Americans with a long
relationship with the Canopy Tower staff. With comfortable seats and a panoramic view of their
nearly one dozen feeders it makes for an ideal respite in the midday. Within just minutes of our
arrival we realized just how many hummingbirds one could fit onto a feeder. We estimated that 5080 birds were visible at any given time, often zipping in and out right between us as we watched.
The diversity here was impressive, and in about a ninety-minute vigil we tallied Crowned
Woodnymph, Green and Long-billed Hermits, pugnacious Bronze-tailed (and White-vented)
Plumeleteers, Blue-chested, Violet-capped, Rufous-tailed, and dozens of Snowy-bellied
Hummingbirds and White-necked Jacobins! In addition to the hummingbirds we had an excellent
showing of honeycreepers, with a simply absurd number of Shining, a few Red-legged and Green
and several Bananaquits all crowding in at the feeders as well. The owners of the house also put
out cooked rice and bananas at separate feeders just off the back deck. At those feeders we
studied multicoloured Bay-headed Tanagers, several of blue and black Thick-billed Euphonia, and
some pugnacious little Yellow-faced Grassquits. The show was simply amazing, with birds whirling
around in a festival of colour and noise in virtually every direction. Out in the front of the property
we found a female Stripe-cheeked Woodpecker near the foot of their driveway. This attractive olive
green and red woodpecker is endemic to Panama and can be quite difficult to locate in its
preferred foothill forests. In fact we had missed this species for three tours running to Cerro Azul
prior to this sighting! Eventually we pulled ourselves away, stuffed with vanilla cake and arroz con
pollo, and made a quick stop in at the forested Maipo Trail. This somewhat steep but short trail
provides one of the few access areas inside good quality forest in the developed part of the
mountain.
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We found it quiet, but well worth the visit as near the beginning of the trail we located a cooperative
adult male White-ruffed Manakin, a deep navy blue/black bird with a gleaming white throat, quite
an excellent species with which to cap off our visit to the highlands.
After descending the mountain in the late-afternoon we stopped along the coast at Panama City to
marvel at the huge numbers of migrant and wintering shorebirds that use Panama Bay as a
stopover or wintering site. The tide was unfortunately very low, but thousands of birds were
foraging out as far as we could see and in all directions. Occasionally flocks of thousands of birds
would wheel around out over the mudflats before settling back down, making us wonder just how
many individual birds were actually present. Luckily for us there was a large assemblage of birds
much closer in, using the small islands of mud formed by the stream outflow to loaf. Among the
dozens of Neotropic Cormorants, Egrets and Brown Pelicans we picked out some sitting Laughing
Gulls, several Black-necked Stilt and Marbled Godwit and an attractive adult Cocoi Heron (which
replaces Great Blue Heron in far eastern Panama and throughout South America). On the more
open mud were Willets, Black-bellied and Semipalmated Plovers, Short-billed Dowitchers and
peeps (mostly Western Sandpipers) were all scoped in turn, with a steady stream of birds coming
and going all the time. Some close scrutiny of the plovers revealed one distant Wilson’s Plover,
and some sleeping Ruddy Turnstones. Just a bit before we left we spotted three Yellow-crowned
Night-Herons flying in to start feeding on the incoming tide, and marveled at the hordes of distant
Frigatebirds plying the surf. A bit of creative driving allowed us to avoid most of the Friday night
traffic in Panama City, and also gave us a nice view of the historic section of downtown and the
recently completed Biomuseum building designed by Frank Gehry. We finished the tour over
dinner on the banks of the canal, amazed by the diversity and beauty of the birds of central
Panama. AS a group over twenty different species were mentioned for bird of the trip honours, with
the manakins as a collective and the day roosting Black-and-White Owl capturing a joint top spot.
Although this shortened trip takes place over only six days we found 260 species of bird and 13
species of mammals! Thanks to the participants and our local guide Danilo this year, whose good
spirits and comradery made it fun trip to lead!” - Gavin Bieber
Bird List
Column A: Number of tours in which this species has been recorded
Column B: Number of days this species was seen on the last tour
Column C: The maximum daily count for this species on the last tour
H = Heard only; X = Non-avian species seen on the last tour
A
11
5
11
1
9
2
5
1
4
2
2
3
11
1
4

Great Tinamou
Little Tinamou
Gray-headed Chachalaca
Great Curassow
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck
Muscovy Duck
Blue-winged Teal
Cinnamon Teal
Lesser Scaup
Least Grebe
Pied-billed Grebe
American White Pelican
Brown Pelican
Blue-footed Booby
Brown Booby

B
2

C
2

1

15

1

1

3

140

H

Tinamus major
Cypturellus soui
Ortalis cinereicps
Crax rubra
Dendrocygna autumnalis
Cairina moschata
Anas discors
Anas cyanoptera
Aythya affinis
Tachybaptus dominicus
Podilymbus podiceps
Pelecanus erythrorhynchos
Pelecanus occidentalis
Sula nebouxii
Sula leucogaster
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1
11
7
11
11
1
11
6
10
11
2
11
11
9
11
1
10
11
11
7
7
11
11
6
11
10
3
9
10
2
4
5
3
9
11
6
6
4
8
11
11
7
4
8
1
1

Red-footed Booby
Neotropic Cormorant
Anhinga
Magnificent Frigatebird
Rufescent Tiger-Heron
Least Bittern
Boat-billed Heron
Black-crowned Night-Heron
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
Green Heron
Striated Heron
Cattle Egret
Great Blue Heron
Cocoi Heron
Great Egret
Capped Heron
Tricolored Heron
Snowy Egret
Little Blue Heron
White Ibis
Wood Stork
Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture
King Vulture
Osprey
Gray-headed Kite
White-tailed Kite
Snail Kite
Double-toothed Kite
Plumbeous Kite
Tiny Hawk
Crane Hawk
Semiplumbeous Hawk
White Hawk
Common Black-Hawk
Great Black-Hawk
Savannah Hawk
Roadside Hawk
Gray-lined Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Short-tailed Hawk
Swainson's Hawk
Zone-tailed Hawk
Black Hawk-Eagle
Ornate Hawk-Eagle
Sunbittern

4
2
5
3

200
1
30
4

1

2

1
3

3
4

4
2
1
4

50
3
1
30

4
3
5
1

3
25
50
1

6
6
1
3
1
2

250
70
2
1
1
1

1

1

2
1

1
2

2
1
1
2
2
1
2

1
1
1
2
2
10
1

Sula sula
Phalacrocorax brasilianus
Anhinga anhinga
Fregata magnificens
Tigrisoma lineatum
Ixobrychus exilis
Cochlearius cochlearius
Nycticorax nycticorax
Nyctanassa violacea
Butorides virescens
Butorides striata
Bubulcus ibis
Ardea herodias
Ardea cocoi
Ardea alba
Pilherodius pileatus
Egretta tricolor
Egretta thula
Egretta caerulea
Eudocimus albus
Mycteria americana
Coragyps atratus
Cathartes aura
Sarcoramphus papa
Pandion haliaetus
Leptodon cayanensis
Elanus leucurus
Rostrhamus sociabilis
Harpagus bidentatus
Ictinia plumbea
Accipiter superciliosus
Geranospiza caerulescens
Leucopternis semiplumbeus
Pseudastur albicollis
Buteogallus anthracinus
Buteogallus urubitinga
Buteogallus meridionalis
Rupornis magnirostris
Buteo nitidus
Buteo platypterus
Buteo brachyurus
Buteo swainsoni
Buteo albonotatus
Spizaetus tyrannus
Spizaetus ornatus
Eurypyga helias
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11
9
10
8
4
2
3
10
11
11
2
8
3
3
11
2
11
10
11
4
1
11
8
11
4
1
5
2
7
11
6
1
1
1
11
7
2
1
3
9
6
4
4
2
4
10

White-throated Crake
Gray-cowled Wood-Rail
Purple Gallinule
Common Gallinule
American Coot
Limpkin
American Oystercatcher
Black-necked Stilt
Southern Lapwing
Black-bellied Plover
Collared Plover
Semipalmated Plover
Wilson's Plover
Killdeer
Wattled Jacana
Wilson's Snipe
Short-billed Dowitcher
Marbled Godwit
Whimbrel
Long-billed Curlew
Upland Sandpiper
Spotted Sandpiper
Greater Yellowlegs
Willet
Lesser Yellowlegs
Solitary Sandpiper
Ruddy Turnstone
Sanderling
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Western Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Dunlin
Stilt Sandpiper
Laughing Gull
Franklin's Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Kelp Gull
Herring Gull
Gull-billed Tern
Caspian Tern
Black Tern
Common Tern
Forster's Tern
Elegant Tern
Royal Tern

2
1
2

1
1
8

1
4
1

4
10
50

1
1

100
1

3
1
1
1
1

15
2
100's
25
15

3
1
1

35
8
20

1
1

1
3

1
100's
1 1000's
1
3

1

40

1

1

H

Laterallus albigularis
Aramides cajaneus
Porphryrula martinica
Gallinula galeata
Fulica americana
Aramus guarauna
Haematopus palliatus
Himantopus mexicanus
Vanellus chilensis
Pluvialis squatarola
Charadrius collaris
Charadrius semipalmatus
Charadrius wilsonia
Charadrius vociferus
Jacana jacana
Gallinago delicata
Limnodromus griseus
Limosa fedoa
Numenius phaeopus
Numenius americanus
Bartramia longicauda
Actitis macularius
Tringa melanoleuca
Tringa semipalmatus
Tringa flavipes
Tringa solitaria
Arenaria interpres
Calidris alba
Calidris pusilla
Calidris mauri
Calidris minutilla
Calidris melanotos
Calidris alpina
Calidris himantopus
Leucophaeus atricilla
Leucophaeus pipixcan
Larus delawarensis
Larus dominicanus
Larus argentatus
Gelochelidon nilotica
Hydroprogne caspia
Chlidonias niger
Sterna hirundo
Sterna forsteri
Thalasseus elegans
Thalasseus maxima
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8
3
1
1
11
11
11
4
11
1
11
6
1
4
2
11
2
11
11
2
5
3
10
7
2
2
4
8
7
11
11
10
11
3
4
1
11
11
10
3
9
5
1
3
7
5

Sandwich Tern
Black Skimmer
Pomarine Jaeger
Long-tailed Jaeger
Rock Pigeon
Pale-vented Pigeon
Scaled Pigeon
Short-billed Pigeon
Ruddy Ground-Dove
Blue Ground-Dove
White-tipped Dove
Gray-chested Dove
Ruddy Quail-Dove
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Mangrove Cuckoo
Squirrel Cuckoo
Rufous-vented Ground-Cuckoo
Greater Ani
Smooth-billed Ani
Choco Screech-Owl
Spectacled Owl
Black-and-white Owl
Great Potoo
Common Potoo
Short-tailed Nighthawk
Lesser Nighthawk
Common Pauraque
White-collared Swift
Chimney Swift
Short-tailed Swift
Band-rumped Swift
Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift
White-necked Jacobin
White-tipped Sicklebill
Rufous-breasted Hermit
Band-tailed Barbthroat
Green Hermit
Long-billed Hermit
Stripe-throated Hermit
Brown Violetear
Purple-crowned Fairy
Black-throated Mango
Rufous-crested Coquette
Green Thorntail
Long-billed Starthroat
Garden Emerald

2
3
2
1
3

20
16
32
3
20

2

2

1

1

5

2

3
4

5
12

1
2

1
2

5
5
1
5

44
17
4
40

1

1

1
4
1

4
2
3

Thalasseus sandvicensis
Rynchops niger
Stercorarius pomarinus
Stercorarius longicaudus
Columba livia
Patagioenas cayennensis
Patagioenas speciosa
Patagioenas nigrirostris
Columbina talpacoti
Claravis pretiosa
Leptotila verreauxi
Leptotila cassini
Geotrygon montana
Coccyzus americanus
Coccyzus minor
Piaya cayana
Neomorphus geoffroyi
Crotophaga major
Crotophaga ani
Megascops centralis
Pulsatrix perspicillata
Ciccaba nigrolineata
Nyctibius grandis
Nyctibius griseus
Lurocalis semitorquatus
Chordeiles acutipennis
Nyctidromus albicollis
Streptoprocne zonaris
Chaetura pelagica
Chaetura brachyura
Chaetura spinicaudus
Panyptila cayennensis
Florisuga mellivora
Eutoxeres aquila
Glaucis hirsutus
Threnetes ruckeri
Phaethornis guy
Phaethornis longirostris
Phaethornis striigularis
Colibri delphinae
Heliothryx barroti
Anthracothorax nigricollis
Lophornis delattrei
Discosura conversii
Heliomaster longirostris
Chlorostilbon assimilis
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8
2
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
1
11
11
11
7
11
1
11
11
11
6
10
4
8
11
7
9
11
11
11
8
2
2
11
11
11
1
11
11
7
11
11
11
1
4
8

Violet-headed Hummingbird
Scaly-breasted Hummingbird
Crowned Woodnymph
White-vented Plumeleteer
Bronze-tailed Plumeleteer
Violet-capped Hummingbird
Blue-chested Hummingbird
Snowy-bellied Hummingbird
Rufous-tailed Hummingbird
Violet-bellied Hummingbird
Sapphire-throated Hummingbird
White-tailed Trogon
Gartered Trogon
Black-throated Trogon
Black-tailed Trogon
Slaty-tailed Trogon
Tody Motmot
Broad-billed Motmot
Rufous Motmot
Whooping Motmot
Great Jacamar
Ringed Kingfisher
Belted Kingfisher
Amazon Kingfisher
Green Kingfisher
American Pygmy Kingfisher
White-necked Puffbird
Black-breasted Puffbird
Pied Puffbird
White-whiskered Puffbird
Spot-crowned Barbet
Northern Emerald Toucanet
Yellow-eared Toucanet
Collared Aracari
Keel-billed Toucan
Yellow-throated Toucan
Olivaceous Piculet
Black-cheeked Woodpecker
Red-crowned Woodpecker
Stripe-cheeked Woodpecker
Cinnamon Woodpecker
Lineated Woodpecker
Crimson-crested Woodpecker
Laughing Falcon
Slaty-backed Forest-Falcon
Collared Forest-Falcon

2
5
1
1
5
1
4
3

18
1
5
2
6
25
10
2

2
3
3

3
4
2

3

5

2
2
3

3
2
2

1

2

1
2
1
1
1
2
3
1

1
2
1
3
2
2
6
2

2
4
3

10
11
6

3
3
1
4
2
3

2
5
1
3
1
2

H

Klais guimeti
Phaeochroa cuvierii
Thalurania columbica
Chalybura buffonii
Chalybura urochrysia
Goldmania violiceps
Amazilia amabilis
Amazilia edward
Amazilia tzacatl
Damophila julie
Lepidopyga coeruleogularis
Trogon chionurus
Trogon caligatus
Trogon rufus
Trogon melanurus
Trogon messena
Hylomanes momotula
Electron platyrhynchum
Baryphthengus martii
Momotus subrufescens
Jacamerops aureus
Megaceryle torquata
Megaceryle alcyon
Chloroceryle amazona
Chloroceryle americana
Chloroceryle aenea
Notharchus hyperrhynchus
Notharchus pectoralis
Notharchus tectus
Malacoptila panamensis
Capito maculicoronatus
Aulacorhynchus prasinus
Selenidera spectabilis
Pteroglossus torquatus
Ramphastos sulfuratus
Ramphastos ambiguus swainsonii
Picumnus olivaceus
Melanerpes pucherani
Melanerpes rubricapillus
Piculus callopterus
Celeus loricatus
Dryocopus lineatus
Campephilus melanoleucos
Herpetotheres cachinnans
Micrastur mirandollei
Micrastur semitorquatus
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8
11
10
4
6
9
11
2
10
11
11
8
11
9
2
11
11
1
1
9
10
11
9
2
2
11
7
10
11
9
3
7
11
11
11
11
10
1
11
11
11
11
7
11
11
9

Crested Caracara
Yellow-headed Caracara
American Kestrel
Merlin
Bat Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Orange-chinned Parakeet
Blue-fronted Parrotlet
Brown-hooded Parrot
Blue-headed Parrot
Red-lored Parrot
Yellow-crowned Parrot
Mealy Parrot
Scaly-throated Leaftosser
Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner
Plain Xenops
Plain-brown Woodcreeper
Ruddy Woodcreeper
Long-tailed Woodcreeper
Olivaceous Woodcreeper
Northern Barred Woodcreeper
Cocoa Woodcreeper
Black-striped Woodcreeper
Spotted Woodcreeper
Streak-headed Woodcreeper
Fasciated Antshrike
Great Antshrike
Barred Antshrike
Black-crowned Antshrike
Spot-crowned Antvireo
Moustached Antwren
Pacific Antwren
White-flanked Antwren
Checker-throated Antwren
Dot-winged Antwren
Dusky Antbird
Jet Antbird
Bare-crowned Antbird
White-bellied Antbird
Chestnut-backed Antbird
Spotted Antbird
Bicolored Antbird
Ocellated Antbird
Black-faced Antthrush
Streak-chested Antpitta
Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet

1
4
1

1
12
1

1

2

4

35

2
1
4

11
6
37

1
1

2
1

2
2

3
3

1
2
5
1

1
2
4
1

3

3

1
4

1
6

1
3
3
4
2
1

2
2
10
16
2
1

2
2
2
2

1
4
12
3

2
1
2

2
1
2

H
H

Polyborus plancus
Milvago chimachima
Falco sparverius
Falco columbarius
Falco rufigularis
Falco peregrinus
Brotogeris jugularis
Touit dilectissimus
Pyrilia haematotis
Pionus menstrus
Amazona autumnalis
Amazona ochrocephala
Amazona farinosa
Sclerurus guatemalensis
Automolus ochrolaemus
Xenops minutus
Dendrocincla fuliginosa
Dendrocincla homochroa
Deconychura longicauda
Sittasomus griseicapillus
Dendrocolaptes sanctithomae
Xiphorhynchus susurrans
Xiphorhynchus lachrymosus
Xiphorhynchus erythropygius
Lepidocolaptes souleyetii
Cymbilaimus lineatus
Taraba major
Thamnophilus doliatus
Thamnophilus atrinucha
Dysithamnus puncticeps
Myrmotherula ignota
Myrmotherula pacifica
Myrmotherula axillaris
Epinecrophylla fulviventris
Microrhopias quixensis
Cercomacra tyrannina
Cercomacra nigricans
Gymnocichla nudiceps
Myrmeciza longipes
Myrmeciza exsul
Hylophylax naevoides
Gymnopithys bicolor
Phaenostictus mcleannani
Formicarius analis
Hylopezus perspicillatus
Tyrannulus elatus
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11
2
10
11
9
6
8
2
1
10
8
6
11
10
9
5
11
6
11
7
11
2
11
6
8
2
10
7
11
11
11
11
11
10
11
11
5
11
11
9
1
11
4
3
9
11

Forest Elaenia
Gray Elaenia
Yellow-bellied Elaenia
Brown-capped Tyrannulet
Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet
Yellow Tyrannulet
Mistletoe Tyrannulet
Yellow-green Tyrannulet
Olive-striped Flycatcher
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher
Black-capped Pygmy-Tyrant
Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant
Southern Bentbill
Common Tody-Flycatcher
Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher
Brownish Twistwing
Olivaceous Flatbill
Yellow-olive Flycatcher
Yellow-margined Flycatcher
Golden-crowned Spadebill
Acadian Flycatcher
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Tropical Pewee
Black Phoebe
Long-tailed Tyrant
Bright-rumped Attila
Rufous Mourner
Dusky-capped Flycatcher
Panama Flycatcher
Great Crested Flycatcher
Lesser Kiskadee
Great Kiskadee
Boat-billed Flycatcher
Rusty-margined Flycatcher
Social Flycatcher
Gray-capped Flycatcher
Streaked Flycatcher
Tropical Kingbird
Fork-tailed Flycatcher
Royal Flycatcher
Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher
Sulphur-rumped Flycatcher
Black-tailed Flycatcher
Blue Cotinga
Purple-throated Fruitcrow

3

1

1
2
3

1
6
2

3

5

3
1
1
1
1
1

1
2
2
2
2
1

2
2
2
1
3

4
1
1
2
3

6
1
1

15
1
2

2
1
2
4
4
1
4
3
1
2
6
2

1
1
1
7
3
1
6
2
2
2
20
1

1

1

3
1

2
7

Myiopagis gaimardii
Myiopagis caniceps
Elaenia flavogaster
Ornithion brunneicapillus
Camptostoma obsoletum
Capsiempis flaveola
Zimmerius parvus
Phylloscartes flavovirens
Mionectes olivaceus
Mionectes oleagineus
Myiornis atricapillus
Lophotriccus pileatus
Oncostoma olivaceum
Todirostrum cinereum
Todirostrum nigriceps
Cnipodectes subbrunneus
Rhynchocyclus olivaceus
Tomolmyias sulphurescens
Tolmomyias assimilis
Platyrinchus coronatus
Empidonax virescens
Contopus cooperi
Contopus virens
Contopus cinereus
Sayornis nigricans
Colonia colonus
Attila spadiceus
Rhytipterna holerythra
Myiarchus tuberculifer
Myiarchus panamensis
Myiarchus crinitus
Pitangus lictor
Pitangus sulphuratus
Megarhynchus pitangua
Myiozetetes cayanensis
Myiozetetes similis
Myiozetetes granadensis
Myiodynastes maculatus
Tyrannus melancholicus
Tyrannus savana
Onychorhynchus coronatus
Terenotriccus erythrurus
Myiobius sulphureipygius
Myiobius atricaudus
Cotinga nattererii
Querula purpurata
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10
7
3
11
11
7
10
2
2
8
8
4
5
10
8
11
11
10
11
4
11
4
11
11
10
8
4
8
6
11
2
11
11
11
11
3
11
11
1
5
9
11
11
11
1

Golden-collared Manakin
White-ruffed Manakin
Lance-tailed Manakin
Blue-crowned Manakin
Red-capped Manakin
Black-crowned Tityra
Masked Tityra
Russet-winged Schiffornis
Speckled Mourner
Cinnamon Becard
White-winged Becard
Yellow-throated Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Scrub Greenlet
Golden-fronted Greenlet
Lesser Greenlet
Green Shrike-Vireo
Black-chested Jay
Gray-breasted Martin
Tree Swallow
Mangrove Swallow
Northern Rough-winged
Swallow
Southern Rough-winged
Swallow
Barn Swallow
White-headed Wren
Black-bellied Wren
Rufous-breasted Wren
Buff-breasted Wren
Bay Wren
Isthmian Wren
Rufous-and-white Wren
Southern (House) Wren
White-breasted Wood-Wren
Scaly-breasted Wren
Song Wren
Tawny-faced Gnatwren
Long-billed Gnatwren
Tropical Gnatcatcher
Veery
Gray-cheeked Thrush
Swainson's Thrush
Clay-colored Robin
Tropical Mockingbird
Northern Waterthrush
Louisiana Waterthrush

1
1

2
1

4
3
1
3
1

4
3
3
5
1

1

1

3

2

3
3
1
5

4
4
10
30

3

10

Manacus vitellinus
Corapipo altera
Chiroxiphia lanceolata
Lepidothrix coronata
Ceratopipra mentalis
Tityra inquisitor
Tityra semifasciata
Schiffornis stenorhyncha
Laniocera rufescens
Pachyramphus cinnamomeus
Pachyramphus polychopterus
Vireo flavifrons
Vireo olivaceus
Hylophilus flavipes
Hylophilus aurantiifrons
Hylophilus decurtatus
Vireolanius pulchellus
Cyanocorax affinis
Progne chalybea
Tachycineta bicolor
Tachycineta albilinea
Stelgidopteryx serripennis

3

10

Stelgidopteryx ruficollis

6
1

50
2

2
1
3

1
2
1

3
2
2
2

3
1
1
3

1
4

2
4

1
2
5
5
2

1
1
12
5
4

Hirundo rustica
Campylorhynchus albobrunneus
Thryothorus fasciatoventris
Thryothorus rutilus
Thryothorus leucotis
Cantorchilus nigricapillus
Cantorchilus elutus
Thryophilus rufalbus
Troglodytes aedon musculus
Henicorhina leucosticta
Microcerculus marginatus
Cyphorhinus phaeocephalus
Microbates cinereiventris
Ramphocaenus melanurus
Polioptila plumbea
Catharus fuscescens
Catharus minimus
Catharus ustulatus
Turdus grayi
Mimus gilvus
Parkesia noveboracensis
Parkesia motacilla

H
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3
6
11
11
11
10
8
3
9
4
11
1
11
4
11
1
1
9
1
1
1
10
11
11
8
11
11
11
9
11
7
11
7
6
5
11
11
11
11
10
10
1
11
7
2
9

Blue-winged Warbler
Golden-winged Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
Prothonotary Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Mourning Warbler
Kentucky Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
American Redstart
Magnolia Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Yellow (Mangrove) Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Palm Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Rufous-capped Warbler
Buff-rumped Warbler
Canada Warbler
Wilson's Warbler
Gray-headed Tanager
White-shouldered Tanager
Crimson-backed Tanager
Flame-rumped Tanager
Blue-Gray Tanager
Palm Tanager
Plain-colored Tanager
Emerald Tanager
Bay-headed Tanager
Rufous-winged Tanager
Golden-hooded Tanager
Speckled Tanager
Black-and-Yellow Tanager
Scarlet-thighed Dacnis
Blue Dacnis
Green Honeycreeper
Shining Honeycreeper
Red-legged Honeycreeper
Saffron Finch
Blue-black Grassquit
Slate-colored Seedeater
Variable Seedeater
Yellow-bellied Seedeater
Ruddy-breasted Seedeater
Thick-billed Seed-Finch

1
3
3
5

1
1
6
6

1

1

1

1

6

5

4

6

5

2

2

2

1
3
5
2
5
6
5
1
3

2
10
10
6
22
18
8
2
15

5

6

1
1
5
4
1
3
1
1

6
3
4
16
25
8
3
1

4

6

1
1

2
2

Vermivora cyanoptera
Vermivora chrysoptera
Mniotilta varia
Protonotaria citrea
Oreothlypis peregrina
Geothlypis philadelphia
Geothlypis formosa
Geothlypis trichas
Setophaga ruticilla
Setophaga magnolia
Setophaga castanea
Setophaga fusca
Setophaga petechia
Setophaga petechia
Setophaga pensylvanica
Setophaga palmarum
Setophaga coronata
Basileuterus rufifrons
Phaeothlypis fulvicauda
Cardellina canadensis
Cardellina pusilla
Eucometis penicillata
Tachyphonus luctuosus
Ramphocelus dimidiatus
Ramphocelus flammigerus
Thraupis episcopus
Thraupis palmarum
Tangara inornata
Tangara florida
Tangara gyrola
Tangara lavinia
Tangara larvata
Tangara guttata
Chrysothlypis chrysomelas
Dacnis venusta
Dacnis cayana
Chlorophanes spiza
Cyanerpes lucides
Cyanerpes cyaneus
Sicalis flaveola
Volatinia jacarina
Sporophila schistacea
Sporophila corvina
Sporophila nigricollis
Sporophila minuta
Oryzoborus funereus
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11
5
11
5
9
11
3
7
4
9
7
11
4
11
3
4
6
1
3
1
9
11
2
7
11
10
11
11
11
7
4
11
1
7
10
11
2
5
3
6

Yellow-faced Grassquit
Slate-colored Grosbeak
Buff-throated Saltator
Black-headed Saltator
Streaked Saltator
Bananaquit
Dusky-faced Tanager
Rosy Thrush-Tanager
Orange-billed Sparrow
Black-striped Sparrow
Hepatic (Highland) Tanager
Summer Tanager
Scarlet Tanager
Red-throated Ant-Tanager
Olive Tanager
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Blue-black Grosbeak
Blue Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Painted Bunting
Red-breasted Blackbird
Great-tailed Grackle
Giant Cowbird
Orchard Oriole
Yellow-backed Oriole
Yellow-tailed Oriole
Baltimore Oriole
Scarlet-rumped Cacique
Yellow-rumped Cacique
Yellow-billed Cacique
Crested Oropendola
Chestnut-headed Oropendola
Montezuma Oropendola
Yellow-crowned Euphonia
Thick-billed Euphonia
Fulvous-vented Euphonia
White-vented Euphonia
Tawny-capped Euphonia
Lesser Goldfinch
House Sparrow

1

12

4

2

2

4

1

1

1
5
2
1

7
5
1
6

3

150

1
2
1
3
5
2

1
2
2
3
10
8

1

1

3
3

5
6

1

3

1

4

Tiaris olivacea
Saltator grossus
Saltator maximus
Saltator atriceps
Saltator striatipectus
Coereba flaveola
Mitrospingus cassinii
Rhodinocichla rosea
Arremon aurantiirostris
Arremonops conirostris
Piranga flava lutea
Piranga rubra
Piranga olivacea
Habia fuscicauda
Chlorothaupis carmioli
Pheucticus ludovicianus
Cyanocompsa cyanoides
Passerina caerulea
Passerina cyanea
Passerina ciris
Sturnella militaris
Quiscalus mexicanus
Molothrus oryzivorus
Icterus spurius
Icterus chrysater
Icterus mesomelas
Icterus galbula
Cacicus uropygialis
Cacicus cela
Amblycercus holosericeus
Psarocolius decumanus
Psarocolius wagleri
Psarocolius montezuma
Euphonia luteicapilla
Euphonia laniirostris
Euphonia fulvicrissa
Euphonia minuta
Euphonia annaea
Spinus psaltria
Passer domesticus

X
X
X
X

Caluromys derbianus
Didelphis marsupilalis
Bradypus variegatus
Choloepus hoffmanni

H

Mammals:
6
6
11
10

Central American Wooly Opossum
Common Opossum
Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth
Hoffmann's Two-toed Sloth

2
1
5
2
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3
3
1
5
2
9
9
10
10
11
2
4
1
11
11
2
2
4
11
1
7
1
11
3
4
1

Nine-banded Armadillo
Northern Tamandua
Silky Anteater
Spectral Bat
Greater Bulldog Bat
Lesser White-lined Bat
Pallas's Mastiff Bat
Geoffroy's Tamarin
White-faced Capuchin
Mantled Howler Monkey
Central American Spider Monkey
Western Night Monkey
Alfaro's Pgymy Squirrel
Variegated Squirrel
Red-tailed Squirrel
Rufous Tree-Rat
Rothschild's Porcupine
Lesser Capybara
Central American Agouti
Lowland Paca
Forest Rabbit
Ocelot
White-nosed Coati
Kinkajou
Bushy-tailed Olingo
Collared Peccary

3
2
2
5

X
X
X
X

1
2

X
X

1

X

5

X

4

X

Dasypus novemcinctus
Tamandua mexicana
Cyclopes didactylus
Vampyrum spectrum
Noctilio leporinus
Saccopteryx leptura
Molossus molossus
Saguninus geoffroyi
Cebus capucinus
Alouatta palliata
Ateles geoffroyi
Aotus zonalis
Microsciurus alfari
Sciurus variegatoides
Sciurus granatensis
Diplomys labialis
Coendou rothschildi
Hydrochaeris isthmius
Dasyprocta punctata
Cuniculus paca
Sylvilagus brasilianus
Leopardus pardalis
Nasua narica
Potos flavus
Bassaricyon gabbii
Pecari tajacu

Amphibians and Reptiles:
1
11
4
10
2
4
2
9
2
9
6
8
8
11
4
1
3
9

Pale-headed Caecilian
Litter Toad
Common Tink Frog
Panama Foam Frog
Brilliant Forest Frog
Common Rocket-Frog
Green-and-Black Dart Frog
Tungara Frog
Black Wood Turtle
Meso-American Slider
Spectacled Caiman
American Crocodile
Yellow-headed Gecko
Common House Gecko
Mourning Gecko
Turnip-tailed Gecko
Ghost Anole
Slender Anole

2

X

1

X

1
1
3

X
X
X

1
1

X
X

5

X

2

X

H

Oscaecilia ochrocephala
Rhinella haematiticus
Eleutherodactylus diastema
Leptodactylus insularum
Rana warszewitschii
Colostethus flotator
Dendrobates auratus
Physalaemus pustulosus
Rhinoclemmys funerea
Trachemys venusta
Caiman crocodiolus
Crocodylus acutus
Gonatodes albigularis
Hemidactylus frenatus
Lepidodactylus lugubris
Thecadactylus rapicauda
Anolis lemurinus
Anolis limifrons
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3
4
4
9
11
1
5
1
2
1
1
1
1

Giant Ameiva
Central American Ameiva
Delicate Ameiva
Common Basilisk
Green Iguana
Spiny-tailed Iguana
Boa Constrictor
Common Whipsnake
Tiger Rat Snake
Plain Groundsnake
Fire-bellied Snake
Central American Coral Snake
Fer de Lance

Ameiva ameiva
Ameiva festiva
Ameiva leptophrys
Basilliscus basilliscus
Iguana iguana
Ctenosaurus smilis
Boa constrictor
Chironius exoletus
Spilotes pullatus
Coniophanes fissidens
Liophis epinephelus
Micrurus nigrocinctus
Bothrops asper

3
1
1

X
X
X

1
1
1
1
1

X
X
X
X
X

Poecilia sphenops
Astyanax ruberrimus
Cheirodon gorgonae
Piabucina panamensis
Adinoacara coeruleupunctatus

1

X

1
1

X
X

1
1

X
X

1

X

1

X

1

X

Battus polydamas
Heraclides thoas
Parides childrenae
Parides sesotris
Parides eurimedes
Archonias brassolis
Phoebis philea
Phoebis sennae
Eurema nise
Phoebus argante
Pyrisitia proterpia
Evenus regalis
Arcas imperialis
Arcas cypria
Arawacus togarna
Mesosemia lamachus
Eurybia lycisca
Lyropteryx lyra
Ancyluris inca
Notheme erota
Brachyglenis dodone
Baeotis nesaea
Emesis aurimna

Fish:
1
1
1
1
1

Shortfin Molly
Redfin Tetra
Medusa Tetra
Panama Saltona
Blue-spotted Cichlid

Butterflies:
2
6
9
7
2
1
2
5
1
9
2
2
2
1
5
4
2
1
2
1
1
3
1

Polydamus Swallowtail
Thoas Swallowtail
Green-celled Cattleheart
Emerald-patched Cattleheart
Pink-checked Cattleheart
Cattleheart White
Orange-barred Sulphur
Cloudless Sulphur
Mimosa Yellow
Apricot Sulphur
Tailed Orange
Regal Hairstreak
Imperial Arcas
Mexican Arcas
Togarna Stripestreak
Purple Washed Eyemark
Blue-winged Sheenmark
Cherry-bordered Metalmark
Inca Metalmark
Two-orange Metalmark
Orange-bellied Metalmark
Nesea Metalmark
White-spotted Tanmark
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1
2
1
3
2
7
10
7
9
10
2
4
1
6
11
5
1
1
2
9
2
5
1
1
1
3
8
11
11
1
4
1
1
1
1
2
4
6
2
5
1
1
1
2
1
1

Orange-striped Tanmark
Great Eurybia
Blind Eurybia
White-patched Emesis
Blue-and-White Heliconian
Sara Heliconian
Erato Heliconian
Tiger Heliconian
Julia
Malachite
Pale Bluewing
Confusing Tigerwing
Dusky Owl
White Peacock
Banded Peacock
Rusty-tipped Page
Ruddy Daggerwing
Red Cracker
Soldier
Monarch
Turquoise Emperor
Smooth-banded Sister
Pointer Sister
Rayed Sister
Fundania Sister
Least Prepona
Holographic Morpho
Blue Morpho
Common Morpho
Six-spotted Eighty-eight
Tropical Buckeye
Orange-patched Crescent
Pale-banded Crescent
White-dotted Crescent
Variable Crescent
Black-bordered Crescent
Bordered Patch
Pink-tipped Satyr
Uncolored Clearwing-Satyr
Helvina Satyr
White Satyr
Moon Satyr
Hermes Satyr
Glorious Blue-Skipper
Panna Skipper
Violet-tipped Saliana

1

X

1
2
1

X
X
X

2

X

2

X

1

X

2
1
1

X
X
X

1

X

3
2

X
X

1

X

1

X

Emesis cypria
Eurybia patrona
Eurybia elvina
Emesis lucinda
Heliconius sapho
Heliconius sara
Heliconius erato
Heliconius ismenius
Dryas julia
Siproeta stelenes
Myscelia leucocyana
Methona confusa
Caligo illioneus
Anartia jatrophae
Anartia fatima
Siproeta epaphus
Marpesia petreus
Hamadryas amphinome
Danaus eresimus
Danaus plexippus
Doxocopa laurentia
Adelpha cytherea
Adelpha iphicius
Adelpha melanthe
Adelpha malea fundania
Prepona dexamenus
Morpho cypris
Morpho menelaus amathonte
Morpho helenor
Callicore lyca
Junonia evarete
Anthanassa drusilla
Anthanassa tulcis
Castilia ofella
Eresia ithomioides
Tegosa anieta
Chlosyne lacinia
Cithaerias menander
Dulcedo polita
Pierella helvina
Pareuptychia ocirrhoe
Pierella luna
Hermeuptychia hermes
Paches loxus
Ouleus panna
Saliana saladin
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1
6
2
7
1
4

Dimorphic Skipper
Two-barred Flasher
Frosted Flasher
Brown Longtail
Great White Longtail
Tropical Checkered Skipper

2

X

Hyalothyrus neleus pemphigargyra
Astraptes fulgerator
Astraptes alardus
Urbanus procne
Urbanus chalco
Pyrgus oileus

